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Assessment Criteria – Teaching Diploma 

Level 6 
 

 
 
 

LO 1.1 
Group Lesson 
Delivery 

Distinction 
(6-7 Marks) 

Merit 
(4-5 Marks) 

Pass 
(2-3 Marks) 

Unclassified 1 
(1 Mark) 

Unclassified 2 
(0 Marks) 

Detail / clarity of aims 
and objectives 

Fully detailed and concise. 
Very clearly laid out.  
Complete, full, convincing 
understanding shown. 

Detailed and concise. 
Clearly laid out. Strong 
understanding shown.  
 

Generally detailed and 
concise. Satisfactorily 
clear. Suitable 
understanding shown.  

Insufficiently detailed / 
concise, lacking clarity. 
Limited understanding 
shown.  

Not presented or 
lesson incomplete 
or wholly insecure 
at the required level. 

Appropriateness / 
variation of lesson 
tasks, content and 
material 

Highly appropriate, Notably 
creative, highly likely to 
achieve aims / objectives. 
Fluent, very confident 
delivery. 

Very appropriate, 
creative, very likely to 
achieve aims / 
objectives. Fluent, 
confident delivery. 

Appropriate, likely to 
achieve aims / objectives. 
Largely fluent, confident 
delivery. 
 

Inappropriate, less 
likely to achieve aims / 
objectives, Hesitant, 
tentative delivery. 

Not presented or 
lesson incomplete 
or wholly insecure 
at the required level. 

Range and 
effectiveness of 
teaching methods 
 
 

Excellent variety of highly 
effective methods based on a 
very strong understanding of 
learning styles and individual 
background. Very high degree 
of understanding and 
application shown by the 
learners. 

Very good variety of 
effective methods 
based on strong 
understanding of 
learning styles and 
individual background. 
High degree of 
understanding and 
application shown by 
the learners. 

Variety of effective 
methods based on secure 
understanding of learning 
styles and background. 
Good understanding and 
application shown by the 
learners. 

Limited variety shown, 
methods less obviously 
effective based on 
limited understanding 
of learning styles and 
background. Limited 
understanding and 
application shown by 
the learners. 

Not presented or 
lesson incomplete 
or wholly insecure 
at the required level. 

Effectiveness of 
communication, use 
of language and 
engagement of 
learners 
 

Authoritative, consistently 
clear, very well paced. 
Creation of excellent learning 
environment. Very strong use 
of musical and other 
appropriate language at the 
correct level. Highly effective 
methods to occupy learners, 
particularly other group 
members when focusing on a 
single individual. Inspiring, 
educational communicator. 

Very clear, well paced. 
Creation of strong 
learning environment.   
Very good use of 
musical and other 
appropriate language at 
the correct level, very 
effective methods to 
occupy learners, 
particularly other group 
members when 
focusing on a single 
individual. Strong 
educational 
communicator. 

Clear, well paced. 
Creation of secure 
learning environment. 
Good use of musical and 
other appropriate 
language at the correct 
level. Secure methods to 
occupy learners 
particularly other group 
members when focusing 
on a single individual. 
Secure educational 
communicator. 
 

Lacking clarity in 
communication, 
inconsistent / 
inappropriate pace / 
use of language at the 
required level. 
Ineffective / absent 
methods to occupy 
learners, particularly 
other group members 
when focusing on a 
single individual. 
Unconvincing 
educational 
communicator. 

Not presented or 
lesson incomplete 
or wholly insecure 
at the required level. 
 

Structure of delivery 
and timekeeping 
 

Highly logical structure, 
including (e.g.) warm up, 
review previous week, new 
tasks, consolidation, setting of 
homework. Excellent lesson 
management. Exact 
timekeeping. 
 

Very logical structure, 
including (e.g.) warm 
up, review previous 
week, new tasks, 
consolidation, setting of 
homework. Strong 
lesson management. 
Near exact 
timekeeping. (+/- 1 
minute). 

Logical structure, 
including (e.g.) warm up, 
review previous week, 
new tasks, consolidation, 
setting of homework. 
Good lesson 
management for the most 
part. Secure timekeeping 
(+/- 2-3 minutes). 

Little structure shown, 
limited lesson 
management, insecure 
timekeeping (+/-3-5 
minutes). 
 

Not presented or 
lesson incomplete 
or wholly insecure 
time keeping (+/- 5+ 
minutes). 

Learner 
differentiation 
 

Consistent attention to 
differing rates of progress and 
means of addressing this. 
Individual problems 
encountered will always be 
immediately identified and 
highly appropriately 
addressed. 

Very good attention 
given to differing rates 
of progress and means 
of addressing this. 
Individual problems 
encountered will almost 
always be immediately 
identified and 
appropriately 
addressed. 

Good attention given to 
differing rates of progress 
and means of addressing 
this. Individual problems 
encountered will be 
identified and addressed. 
 

Inadequate attention 
given to differing rates 
of progress and means 
of addressing this. 
Individual problems 
encountered will be 
missed and / or 
inappropriately / 
inadequately 
addressed. 

Not presented or 
lesson incomplete 
or wholly insecure 
at the required level. 
 

Context and quality 
of introduction and 
performance    
      

Highly appropriate, concise 
and clearly justified spoken 
introduction, piece is at the 
correct level. Fluent, masterful 
performance, very inspiring to 
an intermediate learner.  

Highly appropriate, 
justified, concise 
spoken introduction. 
Piece is at the correct 
level. Strong, fluent 
performance, inspiring 
to an intermediate 
learner.  

Appropriate, mostly 
justified and concise 
spoken introduction, piece 
is at the correct level. 
Secure performance, 
largely inspiring to an 
intermediate learner.  

No spoken justification / 
performance or 
performance is at 
incorrect level, hesitant 
/ less secure / 
uninspiring to an 
intermediate learner.  
 

Not presented or 
delivery incomplete 
or wholly insecure 
at the required level. 
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Detail and variation 
of suggestions in 
lesson evaluation 
 

Always insightful / 
balanced / concise 
comprising:   
- At least two areas of 
strength shown by the 
learner within the lesson. 
- At least two areas for 
development for the 
learner in the lesson. 
- At least two varied 
suggestions to help the 
learner achieve these. 
- Own areas of strength  
- At least two areas for 
development with detailed 
and varied ideas / 
suggestions to achieve 
these. 

Salient / balanced / 
concise comprising:  
- At least two areas of 
strength shown by the 
learner within the lesson. 
- At least two areas for 
development for the 
learner in the lesson. 
- At least two varied 
suggestions to help the 
learner achieve these. 
- Own areas of strength  
- At least two areas for 
development with detailed 
and varied ideas / 
suggestions to achieve 
these. 

Generally salient / 
balanced / concise 
comprising most of the 
following: 
- At least two areas of 
strength shown by the 
learner within the lesson. 
- At least two areas for 
development for the 
learner in the lesson. 
- At least two varied 
suggestions to help the 
learner achieve these. 
- Own areas of strength  
- At least two areas for 
development with detailed 
and varied ideas / 
suggestions to achieve 
these. 

Less relevant, unbalanced, 
lengthy, not achieving most 
of the following:  
- At least two areas of 
strength shown by the 
learner within the lesson. 
- At least two areas for 
development for the learner 
in the lesson. 
- At least two varied 
suggestions to help the 
learner achieve these. 
- Own areas of strength  
- At least two areas for 
development with detailed 
and varied ideas / 
suggestions to achieve 
these. 

Not presented or 
lesson incomplete 
or wholly insecure 
at the required 
level. 
 

LO 1.2  
Individual 
Lesson Delivery 

Distinction 
(6-7 Marks) 

Merit 
(4-5 Marks) 

Pass 
(2-3 Marks) 

Unclassified 1 
(1 Mark) 

Unclassified 2 
(0 Marks) 

Detail and clarity of 
aims / objectives in 
relation to given 
scenario. 

Fully detailed and 
concise. Very clearly laid 
out. Complete, full, 
convincing understanding 
of scenario shown.  

Detailed and concise, 
Clearly laid out. Strong 
understanding of scenario 
shown.  
 

Largely detailed and 
concise. Satisfactorily 
clear. Suitable 
understanding of scenario 
shown.  

Insufficiently detailed / 
concise, lacking clarity. 
Limited understanding of 
scenario shown.  

Not presented or 
lesson incomplete 
or wholly insecure 
at the required 
level. 

Appropriateness / 
variation of lesson 
tasks, content, 
material  
to achieve scenario 
aims / objectives 

Highly appropriate, 
Notably creative, highly 
likely to achieve scenario 
aims / objectives. Fluent, 
very confident delivery. 

Very appropriate, 
creative, very likely to 
achieve scenario aims / 
objectives. Fluent, 
confident delivery. 

Appropriate, likely to 
achieve scenario aims / 
objectives. Largely fluent, 
confident delivery. 
 

Inappropriate, less likely to 
achieve scenario aims / 
objectives, Hesitant, 
tentative delivery. 
 

Not presented or 
lesson incomplete 
or wholly insecure 
at the required 
level. 
 

Range and 
effectiveness of 
teaching methods 
to achieve scenario 
aims/ objectives 

Excellent variety of highly 
effective methods based 
on a very strong 
understanding of scenario 
context.  

Very good variety of 
effective methods based 
on a strong 
understanding of scenario 
context.  

Variety of effective 
methods based on a 
secure understanding of 
scenario context.   

Limited variety shown, 
methods less obviously 
effective based on a limited 
understanding of scenario 
context.  

Not presented or 
lesson incomplete 
or wholly insecure 
at the required 
level. 

Effectiveness of 
communication, use 
of language and 
engagement of 
learner 
 

Authoritative, consistently 
clear, very well paced. 
Creation of excellent 
learning environment. 
Very strong use of 
musical and other 
appropriate language at 
the correct level. Highly 
effective methods to 
occupy learner. Inspiring, 
educational 
communicator. 

Very clear, well paced. 
Creation of strong 
learning environment.   
Very good use of musical 
and other appropriate 
language at the correct 
level, very effective 
methods to occupy 
learner. Strong 
educational 
communicator. 
 

Clear, well paced. 
Creation of secure 
learning environment. 
Good use of musical and 
other appropriate 
language at the correct 
level. Effective methods 
to occupy learner. Secure 
educational 
communicator. 
 

Lacking clarity in 
communication, inconsistent 
/ inappropriate pace / use of 
language at the required 
level. Ineffective methods to 
occupy learner. 
Unconvincing educational 
communicator. 
 

Not presented or 
lesson incomplete 
or wholly insecure 
at the required 
level. 
 

Structure of delivery 
and timekeeping 
 

Highly logical structure, 
including (e.g.) warm up, 
review previous week, 
new tasks, consolidation, 
setting of homework. 
Excellent lesson 
management. Exact 
timekeeping. 
 

Very logical structure, 
including (e.g.) warm up, 
review previous week, 
new tasks, consolidation, 
setting of homework. 
Strong lesson 
management. Near exact 
timekeeping. (+/- 1 
minute) 

Logical structure, 
including (e.g.) warm up, 
review previous week, 
new tasks, consolidation, 
setting of homework. 
Good lesson 
management for the most 
part. Secure timekeeping 
(+/- 2-3 minutes). 

Little structure shown, 
limited lesson management, 
insecure timekeeping (+/-3-
5 minutes). 
 

Not presented or 
lesson incomplete 
or wholly insecure 
time keeping (+/- 
5+ minutes). 

Detail and variation 
of suggestions in 
lesson evaluation 
 

Always insightful / 
balanced / concise 
comprising:   
- At least two areas of 
strength shown by the 
learner within the lesson. 
- At least two areas for 
development for the 
learner in the lesson. 
- At least two varied 
suggestions to help the 
learner achieve these. 
- Own areas of strength  
- At least two areas for 
development with detailed 
and varied ideas / 
suggestions to achieve 
these.  

Salient / balanced / 
concise comprising:  
- At least two areas of 
strength shown by the 
learner within the lesson. 
- At least two areas for 
development for the 
learner in the lesson. 
- At least two varied 
suggestions to help the 
learner achieve these. 
- Own areas of strength  
- At least two areas for 
development with detailed 
and varied ideas / 
suggestions to achieve 
these. 

Generally salient / 
balanced / concise 
comprising most of the 
following: 
- At least two areas of 
strength shown by the 
learner within the lesson. 
- At least two areas for 
development for the 
learner in the lesson. 
- At least two varied 
suggestions to help the 
learner achieve these. 
- Own areas of strength  
- At least two areas for 
development with detailed 
and varied ideas / 
suggestions to achieve 
these. 
 

Less relevant, unbalanced, 
lengthy, not achieving most 
of the following:  
- At least two areas of 
strength shown by the 
learner within the lesson. 
- At least two areas for 
development for the learner 
in the lesson. 
- At least two varied 
suggestions to help the 
learner achieve these. 
- Own areas of strength  
- At least two areas for 
development with detailed 
and varied ideas / 
suggestions to achieve 
these. 

Not presented or 
lesson incomplete 
or wholly insecure 
at the required 
level. 
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LO 1.3 
MAP 

Distinction 
(6-7 Marks) 

Merit 
(4-5 Marks) 

Pass 
(2-3 Marks) 

Unclassified 1 
(1 Mark) 

Unclassified 2 
(0 Marks) 

Context and 
quality of 
introduction and 
performance    
      

Highly appropriate, concise 
and clearly justified spoken 
introduction, piece is at the 
correct level. Fluent, masterful 
performance, very inspiring to 
an advanced learner.  

Highly appropriate, 
justified, concise 
spoken introduction. 
Piece is at the correct 
level. Strong, fluent 
performance, inspiring 
to an advanced learner.  

Appropriate, mostly justified 
and concise spoken 
introduction, piece is at the 
correct level. Secure 
performance, largely 
inspiring to an advanced 
learner.  

No spoken justification / 
performance or 
performance is at 
incorrect level, hesitant / 
less secure / uninspiring 
to an advanced learner.  

Not presented or 
delivery incomplete 
or wholly insecure at 
the required level. 
 

Ability to 
recognise 
musical 
difficulties at the 
correct level 
 

High level of understanding of 
music at the correct level. 
Explanation of possible 
difficulties very clear, highly 
confident, concise and 
accurate.  

Strong level of 
understanding of music 
at the correct level. 
Explanation of possible 
difficulties clear, 
confident, concise and 
accurate.  

Good level of understanding 
of music at the correct level. 
Explanation of possible 
difficulties largely clear, 
confident, concise and 
accurate.  

Unsatisfactory 
understanding, 
explanations lack clarity, 
omit obvious difficulties 
at the required level, 
contain a number of 
inaccuracies, are 
tentative in presentation. 

Not presented or 
delivery incomplete 
or wholly insecure at 
the required level. 
 

Range and 
suitability of 

resolutions and 
teaching 
methods  

Excellent variety of highly 
effective, creative methods to 

resolve. Highly confident, 
concise, logical, very clearly 
articulated.  

Very good variety of 
effective methods to 

resolve. Very confident, 
concise, logical, clearly 
articulated.  
 

Secure variety of effective 
methods to resolve. 

Confident, concise, logical, 
clearly articulated.  
 

Limited variety of 
effective methods to 

resolve. Hesitant, lacking 
clarity, notable 
omissions lack of 
structure.  

Not presented or 
delivery incomplete 

or wholly insecure at 
the required level. 

Effectiveness of 
demonstrations 
and explanations 
 

Very effective, frequent 
demonstrations using the 
instrument to support 
comments throughout.  
Explanations show full 
understanding. High sense of 
resolution demonstrated.  

Effective, frequent 
demonstrations using 
the instrument to 
support comments 
throughout. 
Explanations show 
strong understanding. 
Very secure sense of 
resolution 
demonstrated. 

Largely effective, generally 
frequent demonstrations 
using the instrument to 
support comments. 
Explanations show secure 
understanding and 
satisfactory sense of 
resolution.  

Ineffective, little / no 
demonstration shown.   
Explanations 
demonstrate 
unconvincing 
understanding and 
unsatisfactory sense of 
resolution.  
 

Not presented or 
delivery incomplete 
or wholly insecure at 
the required level. 
 

LO 1.4 
Lesson Plans/ 
Overviews 

Distinction 
(6-7 Marks) 

Merit 
(4-5 Marks) 

Pass 
(2-3 Marks) 

Unclassified 1 
(1 Mark) 

Unclassified 2 
(0 Marks) 

Usability 
including clarity, 
structure, layout 
and language 
 

Highly useable, organised, 
concise. Very clearly laid out 
objectives and structure 
including (e.g.) warm up, 
review previous week, new 
tasks, consolidation, effective 

setting of homework. Excellent 
use of musical and other 
appropriate language at the 
correct level. Would be very 
easy to use by another 
teacher.  
 

Very organised, 
concise. Very clearly 
laid out objectives and 
structure including 
(e.g.) warm up, review 
previous week, new 

tasks, consolidation, 
effective setting of 
homework. Very good 
use of musical and 
other appropriate 
language at the correct 
level. Would be easy to 
use by another teacher.  
 

Organised, concise. 
Suitably clearly laid out 
objectives and structure 
including (e.g.) warm up, 
review previous week, new 
tasks, consolidation, 

effective setting of 
homework. Secure use of 
musical and other 
appropriate language at the 
correct level. Would be 
relatively easy to use by 
another teacher.  

Poorly organised, 
lengthy / less clearly laid 
out objectives and 
structure including (e.g.) 
no warm up, review 
previous week, new 

tasks, consolidation, 
effective setting of 
homework. Poor use of 
musical and other 
appropriate language at 
incorrect levels for the 
learner. Would not be 
easy for another teacher 
to use.  

Not presented or 
submission 
incomplete or wholly 
insecure at the 
required level.  

Appropriateness 
of aims / 
objectives 
including detailed 
learner history 
and teaching to 
date 

Highly appropriate, very clear, 
detailed and concise. 
Group: Very detailed, highly 
relevant information provided 
for each learner in the group 

Very appropriate, clear, 
detailed and concise. 
Group: Detailed, 
relevant information 
provided for each 
learner in the group 

Appropriate, almost always 
clear, detailed and concise.  
Group: Satisfactorily 
detailed, mostly relevant 
information provided for 
each learner in the group. 

Inappropriate, unclear, 
inadequately detailed. 
Group: History of 
Individual learners 
inadequately / not 
detailed.  

Not presented or 
submission 
incomplete or wholly 
insecure at the 
required level.  

Appropriateness 
and variation of 
content, including 
assessment and 
progression 
 

Innovative and highly 
appropriate tasks, highly likely 
to achieve aims / objectives. 
Progress expectations over 
the programme and within 
each lesson will be 
consistently cohesive and 
realistic. Commendably 
considered balance of 
outcomes and very effective 
system of recording and 
measuring learner progress. 
Highly appropriate / concise 
contingency planning to 
accommodate learner 
progress which is faster / 
slower than anticipated. 

Creative, very 
appropriate tasks, very 
likely to achieve aims / 
objectives. Progress 
expectations over the 
programme and within 
each lesson will be 
cohesive and realistic. 
Very good balance of 
outcomes and effective 
system of recording 
and measuring learner 
progress. Appropriate / 
concise contingency 
planning to 
accommodate learner 
progress which is faster 
/ slower than 
anticipated. 

Appropriate tasks, mostly 
likely to achieve aims / 
objectives. Progress 
expectations over the 
programme and within each 
lesson will be largely 
cohesive and realistic. 
Secure balance of 
outcomes and workable 
system of recording and 
measuring learner progress. 
Largely appropriate / 
concise contingency 
planning to accommodate 
learner progress which is 
faster / slower than 
anticipated. 

Inappropriate tasks, 
unlikely to achieve aims / 
objectives. Progress 
expectations over the 
programme and within 
each lesson will not be 
cohesive and less 
obviously realistic. 
Unsatisfactory balance 
of outcomes and system 
of recording and 
measuring learner 
progress will be difficult 
to work  not present. 
Little / no contingency 
planning to 
accommodate learner 
progress which is faster / 
slower than anticipated. 

Not presented or 
submission 
incomplete or wholly 
insecure at the 
required level.  
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Timings 
 

Timings always realistic and 
very well considered 
throughout.  
 

Realistic timings, well 
considered throughout.  
 

Largely realistic timings.  
 

Unrealistic timings 
generally or a number 
of obviously less 
realistic timings. 

Not presented or 
submission incomplete 
or wholly insecure at 
the required level.  

Presentation, 
extent and 
relevance of 
supplementary 
material 

Extensive supplementary 
material presented to a very 
high standard, varied, highly 
appropriate for the learner / 
tasks.  
 

Wide range of 
supplementary material 
presented to a high 
standard, very well 
considered, varied, 
very appropriate for the 
learner / tasks.  
 

Satisfactory range of 
supplementary material 
presented to a good 
standard, well considered, 
largely varied, appropriate 
for the learner / tasks.  
 

Supplementary material 
presented to an 
unsatisfactory 
standard, inadequately 
considered, limited in 
extent, inappropriate for 
the learner / tasks.  
 

Not presented or 
submission incomplete 
or wholly insecure at 
the required level. 

Attention to 
individual 
involvement / 
progress within a 
group 

Notable relevant attention 
given to individual learners.  

Appropriate attention 
given to individual 
learners. 

Satisfactory attention given 
to individual learners. 
 

Little / no attention 
given to individuals. 
 

Not presented or 
submission incomplete 
or wholly insecure at 
the required level.  

LO 1.5 
Home Study 
Plans 

Distinction 
(6-7 Marks) 

Merit 
(4-5 Marks) 

Pass 
(2-3 Marks) 

Unclassified 1 
(1 Mark) 

Unclassified 2 
(0 Marks) 

Usability 
including clarity, 
structure, layout 
and language 
 

Highly useable, organised, 
concise. Very clearly laid out 
objectives and structure. 
Excellent use of musical and 
other appropriate language at 
the correct level. Very easy to 
use and be understood by 
learners. 

Organised, concise. 
Very clearly laid out 
objectives and 
structure. Very good 
use of musical and 
other appropriate 
language at the correct 
level. Easy to use and 
be understood by 
learners. 

Largely organised, concise. 
Clearly laid out objectives 
and structure. Good use of 
musical and other 
appropriate language at the 
correct level. Satisfactorily 
easy to use and be 
understood by learners. 

Poorly organised, 
lengthy/unclearly laid 
out objectives and 
structure. Poor use of 
musical and other 
appropriate language at 
incorrect levels for the 
learner. Not easy to 
use or be understood 
by learners.  

Not presented or 
submission incomplete 
or wholly insecure at 
the required level. 

Reference to and 
record of lesson 
content/ 
achievement 

Highly appropriate, detailed 
and concise. Always gives full, 
concise easily referenced 
context.  

Very appropriate, 
detailed and concise. 
Gives concise easily 
referenced context. 

Appropriate, detailed and 
concise. Satisfactory 
context of the lesson given. 

Little/no appropriate 
reference given to 
lesson content.  

Not presented or 
submission incomplete 
or wholly insecure at 
the required level. 

Range, depth 
and effectiveness 
of HSP tasks/ 
content/ 
supplementary 
material 
 

Innovative and highly 
appropriate tasks very likely to 
achieve the aims and 
objectives. Extensive 
supplementary material 
(including very frequent audio 
/visual suggestions) presented 
to a very high standard, 
varied, highly appropriate for 
the learner / tasks.  
Group: Full and appropriate 
attention given to each 
learner. 

Creative, very 
appropriate tasks very 
likely to achieve aims/ 
objectives. A wide 
range of supplementary 
material (including a 
large number of audio/ 
visual suggestions) 
presented to a high 
standard, very well 
considered, varied, 
very appropriate for the 
learner/tasks.  
Group: Appropriate 
individual attention 
given. 

Appropriate tasks, mostly 
likely to achieve 
aims/objectives. A 
satisfactory range of 
supplementary material 
(including a fair number of 
audio/visual suggestions) 
presented to a good 
standard, well considered, 
largely varied, appropriate 
for the learner/tasks.  
Group: Satisfactory 
attention given to 
individuals. 

Inappropriate tasks, 
unlikely to achieve aims 
/objectives. 
Supplementary material 
presented to an 
unsatisfactory 
standard, with little or 
no audio/ visual 
suggestions, generally 
limited in extent, 
inappropriate for the 
learner/tasks.   
Group: Little/no 
attention given to 
individuals. 

Not presented or 
submission incomplete 
or wholly insecure at 
the required level. 

Clarity of targets 
for  
next lesson 
 

Highly appropriate, realistic.  Very appropriate, 
realistic, 

Largely appropriate, 
realistic. 

Inappropriate, 
unrealistic. 

Not presented or 
submission incomplete 
or wholly insecure at 
the required level.  

Timings 
 

Timings always realistic and 
very well considered 
throughout.  
 

Realistic timings, well 
considered throughout.  
 

Largely realistic timings.  
 

Unrealistic timings 
generally or a number 
of obviously less 
realistic timings. 

Not presented or 
submission incomplete 
or wholly insecure at 
the required level.  

Extent and 
effectives of 
guidance / tips 
 

Consistent provision of 
guidance / tips, always relating 
to lesson content, highly 
appropriately detailed, 
concisely articulated. 

Near consistent 
provision of guidance / 
tips, always relating to 
lesson content, very 
appropriately detailed, 
concisely articulated. 

Satisfactory provision of 
guidance / tips, always 
relating to lesson content, 
suitably detailed, largely 
concisely articulated. 

Little / no provision of 
guidance / tips. 

Not presented or 
submission incomplete 
or wholly insecure at 
the required level.  
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LO 2.1 
Observed 
Teaching 
Practice 

Distinction 
(6-7 Marks) 

Merit 
(4-5 Marks) 

Pass 
(2-3 Marks) 

Unclassified 1 
(1 Mark) 

Unclassified 2 
(0 Marks) 

Evaluation of the 
materials shown 
 

Instinctive ability to assess 
other teachers at the correct 
level, comprising 
Communication, Language, 
Learner Engagement, 
Achievement of Objectives, 
Approaches and Feedback. 
Fluently volunteered 
comments and observations 
throughout with clear logic, 
depth and confidence. 
Prompt, insightful responses 
to questions posed. 
Group Classes: Always 
fluent, extensive and highly 
relevant group comparison 
comments. Wide ranging, very 
effective, realistic strategies to 
address disruption. 

Strong ability to assess 
other teachers at the 
correct level, comprising 
Communication, 
Language, Learner 
Engagement, 
Achievement of 
Objectives, Approaches 
and Feedback. 
Numerous volunteered 
comments and 
observations with logic, 
depth and confidence. 
Largely prompt, 
insightful responses to 
questions posed. 
Group Classes: Fluent, 

and highly relevant 
group comparison 
comments. Effective, 
realistic strategies to 
address disruption. 

Secure ability to assess 
other teachers at the correct 
level, comprising 
Communication, Language, 
Learner Engagement, 
Achievement of Objectives, 
Approaches and Feedback. 
Volunteered comments and 
observations with logic, 
depth and confidence. 
Satisfactory responses to 
questions posed. 
Group Classes: Mostly 
confident, relevant group 
comparison comments. 
Largely effective, realistic 
strategies to address 
disruption. 

Insecure ability to 
assess other teachers 
at the required level, 
comprising 
Communication, 
Language, Learner 
Engagement, 
Achievement of 
Objectives, Approaches 
and Feedback. Few 
volunteered comments, 
inadequate depth of 
insight and confidence. 
Unsatisfactory 
responses to questions 
posed. 
Group Classes: 

Hesitant, incorrect, 
inappropriate group 
comparison comments. 
Ineffective, unrealistic 
strategies to address 
disruption. 

Not presented or 
wholly insecure at 
the required level. 

Structure and 
balance of 
criticism and 
praise 

Consistent and distinctly 
logical / balanced responses. 

Very logical / balanced 
responses. 

Mostly logical / balanced 
responses. 

Responses will be 
inadequate with little / 
no balance. 

Not presented or 
wholly insecure at 
the required level. 

Ability to 
recognize 
problems at the 
appropriate level 

Excellent ability to recognise 
learner problems.  

Strong ability to 
recognise learner 
problems. 

Ability to recognise learner 
problems shown, with small 
omissions.  

Insecure ability to 
recognise learner 
problems. 

Not presented or 
wholly insecure at 
the required level. 

Clarity and 
inclusion of own 
teaching 
methods/ 
solutions 

Consistent volunteering of 
highly appropriate alternative 
teaching suggestions in a 
variety of situations.  
 

Generally consistent 
volunteering of 
appropriate alternative 
teaching suggestions in 
a variety of situations.  

Some volunteering of 
appropriate alternative 
teaching suggestions in a 
number of situations.  
 

Little / no volunteering 
of appropriate 
alternative teaching 
suggestions.  

Not presented or 
wholly insecure at 
the required level. 

Awareness of 
CPD and impact 
on own 
development 
 

Excellent awareness / 
explanation of impact of CPD 
on own development, 
including the need for re-
assessment of approach and 
role.  

Strong awareness / 
explanation of impact of 
CPD on own 
development, including 
the need for re-
assessment of approach 
and role. 

Good awareness / 
explanation of impact of 
CPD on own development, 
including the need for re-
assessment of approach 
and role. 

Unsatisfactory 
awareness of impact of 
CPD on own 
development, including 
the need for re-
assessment of 
approach and role. 

Not presented or 
wholly insecure at 
the required level. 

LO 2.2 
Observed 
Learner 
Performance 

Distinction 
(6-7 Marks) 

Merit 
(4-5 Marks) 

Pass 
(2-3 Marks) 

Unclassified 1 
(1 Mark) 

Unclassified 2 
(0 Marks) 

Ability to assess 
learners at the 
appropriate level 
 

Instinctive ability to assess 
learners at the correct level, 
comprising Technical 
Competence, Musical 
Communication, Confidence, 
Stylistic Understanding. All 
comments match marks 
awarded. Consistent accuracy 
and depth of insight in 
justification. Fluently 
volunteered comments and 
observations throughout with 
clear logic, depth and 
confidence. Prompt, insightful 
responses to questions posed. 
 

Strong ability to assess 
learners at the correct 
level, comprising 
Technical Competence, 
Musical Communication, 
Confidence, Stylistic 
Understanding. 
Comments match marks 
awarded. Confidently 
volunteered comments 
and observations 
throughout with clear 
logic and depth. Largely 
prompt, insightful 
responses to questions 
posed. 

Secure ability to assess 
learners at the correct level, 
comprising Technical 
Competence, Musical 
Communication, 
Confidence, Stylistic 
Understanding. Comments 
largely match marks 
awarded. A number of 
confidently volunteered 
comments and observations 
with suitable depth. 
Satisfactory responses to 
questions posed. 
 

Insecure ability to 
assess learners at the 
required level, 
comprising Technical 
Competence, Musical 
Communication, 
Confidence, Stylistic 
Understanding.  
Mismatch between 
comments and marks 
awarded. Hesitant, 
observations to an 
insufficient depth. 
Unsatisfactory 
responses to questions 
posed. 
 

Not presented or 
wholly insecure at 
the required level. 

Use of grading 
criteria and 
language at the 
appropriate level 

Use of the grading criteria will 
be always equally weighted 
and consistently accurate.  
 

Use of the grading 
criteria will be equally 
weighted and accurate.  
 

Use of the grading criteria 
will be equally weighted and 
generally accurate.  
 

Use of the grading 
criteria will be 
unequally weighted 
and/or inaccurate.  

Not presented or 
wholly insecure at 
the required level. 

Structure and 
balance of 
criticism and 
praise 

Consistent and distinctly 
logical / balanced responses. 

Very logical / balanced 
responses. 

Mostly logical / balanced 
responses. 

Responses will be 
inadequate with little / 
no balance. 

Not presented or 
wholly insecure at 
the required level. 
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LO 2.3 
Given Teaching 
Scenario 

Distinction 
(6-7 Marks) 

Merit 
(4-5 Marks) 

Pass 
(2-3 Marks) 

Unclassified 1 
(1 Mark) 

Unclassified 2 
(0 Marks) 

Appropriateness of 
lesson tasks, content 
and material to achieve 
scenario aims / 
objectives 
 

Highly appropriate, 
notably creative, highly 
likely to achieve scenario 
aims / objectives. Fluent, 
very confident delivery. 
 

Very appropriate, creative, 
very likely to achieve 
scenario aims / objectives. 
Fluent, confident delivery. 

Appropriate, likely to 
achieve scenario aims / 
objectives. Mostly fluent, 
confident delivery. 
 

Inappropriate, less likely 
to achieve scenario aims / 
objectives, Hesitant, 
tentative delivery. 
 

Not presented or 
lesson incomplete 
or wholly insecure 
at the required 
level. 
 

Effectiveness of 
teaching methods to 
achieve the scenario 
aims / objectives 
 

Excellent variety of highly 
effective methods based 
on a very strong 
understanding of scenario 
context.  

Very good variety of 
effective methods based on 
a strong understanding of 
scenario context.  

Satisfactory variety of 
effective methods based 
on secure understanding 
of scenario context.   

Limited variety shown, 
methods less obviously 
effective based on a 
limited understanding of 
scenario context.  

Not presented or 
lesson incomplete 
or wholly insecure 
at the required 
level. 

Effectiveness of 
communication, use of 
language and 
engagement of learner 
 

Authoritative, consistently 
clear, very well paced. 
Creation of excellent 
learning environment. 
Very strong use of 
musical and other 
appropriate language at 
the correct level. Highly 
effective methods to 
occupy learner. Inspiring, 
educational 
communicator. 

Very clear, well paced. 
Creation of strong learning 
environment.   
Very good use of musical 
and other appropriate 
language at the correct 
level, very effective methods 
to occupy learner. Strong 
educational communicator. 
 

Clear, well paced. 
Creation of secure 
learning environment. 
Good use of musical and 
other appropriate 
language at the correct 
level. Mostly effective 
methods to occupy 
learner. Secure 
educational 
communication for the 
most part. 

Lacking clarity in 
communication, 
inconsistent / 
inappropriate pace / use 
of language at the 
required level. Ineffective 
methods to occupy 
learner. Unconvincing 
educational 
communicator. 
 

Not presented or 
lesson incomplete 
or wholly insecure 
at the required 
level. 
 

Structure of delivery 
and timekeeping 
 

Highly logical structure, 
including (e.g.) warm up, 
review previous week, 
new tasks, consolidation, 
setting of homework. 
Excellent lesson 
management. Exact 
timekeeping. 
 

Very logical structure, 
including (e.g.) warm up, 
review previous week, new 
tasks, consolidation, setting 
of homework. Strong lesson 
management. Near exact 
timekeeping. (+/- 1 minute). 

Logical structure, 
including (e.g.) warm up, 
review previous week, 
new tasks, consolidation, 
setting of homework. 
Good lesson 
management for the most 
part. Secure timekeeping 
(+/- 2-3 minutes). 

Little structure shown, 
limited lesson 
management, insecure 
timekeeping (+/-3-5 
minutes). 
 

Not presented or 
lesson incomplete 
or wholly insecure 
time keeping (+/- 
5+ minutes). 

LO 2.4 
Other Issues 

Distinction 
(6-7 Marks) 

Merit 
(4-5 Marks) 

Pass 
(2-3 Marks) 

Unclassified 1 
(1 Mark) 

Unclassified 2 
(0 Marks) 

Health & Safety 
 

Excellent, wide ranging 
and well articulated 
knowledge in the context 
of music teaching. 
 

Very secure knowledge in 
the context of music 
teaching. 
 

Largely secure knowledge 
in the context of music 
teaching. Some further 
research required.  
 

Insecure knowledge in 
the context of music 
teaching. Further 
research generally 
required.  

Not presented or 
wholly insecure at 
the required level. 

Child Protection 
 

Excellent, wide ranging 
and well articulated 
knowledge in the context 
of music teaching. 
 

Very secure knowledge in 
the context of music 
teaching. 
 

Largely secure knowledge 
in the context of music 
teaching. Some further 
research required.  
 

Insecure knowledge in 
the context of music 
teaching. Further 
research generally 
required.  

Not presented or 
wholly insecure at 
the required level. 

Small Business 
Practice 
 

Excellent, wide ranging 
and well articulated 
knowledge in the context 
of music teaching. 
 

Very secure knowledge in 
the context of music 
teaching. 
 

Largely secure knowledge 
in the context of music 
teaching. Some further 
research required.  
 

Insecure knowledge in 
the context of music 
teaching. Further 
research generally 
required.  

Not presented or 
wholly insecure at 
the required level. 

SEN 
 

Excellent, wide ranging 
and well articulated 
knowledge in the context 
of music teaching. 
 

Very secure knowledge in 
the context of music 
teaching. 
 

Largely secure knowledge 
in the context of music 
teaching. Some further 
research required.  
 

Insecure knowledge in 
the context of music 
teaching. Further 
research generally 
required.  

Not presented or 
wholly insecure at 
the required level. 
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