YAMAHA AND ROCKSCHOOL
GRADED EXAMINATIONS

AN INTRODUCTION TO ROCKSCHOOL
RSL Awards is the leading provider of contemporary arts examinations worldwide. The RSL Awards
portfolio includes Rockschool graded music examinations. All RSL Awards qualifications are fully
regulated and developed by both senior academics and leading industry exemplars.
With graded music exams now available in 9 different disciplines, we ensure each syllabus is
developed with the care, skill and expertise to ensure that every addition is creative, innovative and
industry relevant; with the objective to provide access to music education for the many, not the few.
Rockschool exams are now available in over 40 countries worldwide, across 6 different continents.
We pride ourselves on delivering the most academically rigorous and industry relevant qualifications,
designed to support all aspiring musicians, performers, educators and teaching establishments –
wherever they may be.
Creating benchmarks, not boundaries.

1991

SINCE 1991

80,000+ CANDIDATES

200+ EXAMINERS

1000+ DELIVERY CENTRES
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THE SHARED ROCKSCHOOL
AND YAMAHA PHILOSOPHY
TIMELY
EDUCATION

GROUP
LESSONS

EMPHASIS
ON CREATIVITY

COMPREHENSIVE
MUSIC EDUCATION

At Rockschool, we are proud to work closely with our partners Yamaha to give candidates
across the world access to a quality music education with the Yamaha Rockschool exams.
Starting in the UK in 2005, this special collaboration has seen the development of three specially
commissioned Rockschool syllabuses for Yamaha candidates. Launching internationally in 2016
the shared philosophy between the two companies has seen thousands of examinations in
Yamaha centres all over the world providing musicians with the foundations to succeed.

3

YAMAHA AND ROCKSCHOOL:
A PARTNERSHIP FOR PROGRESS
The Yamaha Rockschool exams are available for the teaching materials that are
highlighted in this brochure for drums, guitar and keyboards.
(Please note these teaching materials may not be available in all territories)

What Yamaha courses does Rockschool examine?
Rockschool have mapped Yamaha Drums, Guitar and Keyboard to our own international
standards and benchmarks
Exam candidates are free to perform any Yamaha pieces they have learnt for their
upcoming Rockschool exam

Why are Rockschool graded exams important for Yamaha learners?
All Rockschool exams are internationally recognised, regulated, and academically
rigorous. Benchmarked by top musicians, they aid progression into both university and
the music industry
Progressive mastery gives students goals to achieve as they learn their instruments
Rockschool graded exams encourage students to keep playing instruments for longer
and achieve a higher level of skill
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YAMAHA AND ROCKSCHOOL:
A PARTNERSHIP FOR PROGRESS
How are Rockschool grades examined?
Rockschool examiners attend Yamaha examination centres on specific exam days
arranged by Rockschool Reps and your local Yamaha Music School. All Rockschool
examiners are professional musicians and experienced educators trained to the highest
possible standards. Rockschool believes in regular standardisation ensuring that all our
examiners maintain the exacting consistent standards that have made Rockschool the
world leaders in popular music education.

Rockschool is about bringing talented,
enthusiastic musicians into the education
world, so that young players can benefit
from their expertise and advice.
FOUNDER, NORTON YORK
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ROCKSCHOOL EXAMINATIONS
AROUND THE GLOBE
Rockschool has developed positive and progressive relationships with music providers, institutions
and domestic exam boards worldwide. Conducting over 80,000 examinations in over 1000 delivery
centres in more than 40 countries worldwide.
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THE COURSES

7

YAMAHA INSTRUMENTAL COURSES
LEADING TO ROCKSCHOOL EXAMS

Drum Encounters

Guitar Encounters

Play For Keeps

Drum Encounters students will experience a
fun and innovative way to learn to play drums,
designed to take students from beginner to
advanced level. Open to anyone from the age of
7, Drum Encounters is ideal for those seriously
considering a musical career and also for those
who want to play just for fun. Taught in groups of
up to six students the course offers you a unique
way to learn. The course combines the best
elements of traditional one-to-one drum lessons
with a creative, modern approach.

Guitar Encounters is a course for electric/
electro-acoustic guitar for students aged 7
years upward, helping students master a range
of styles and techniques from beginner to
advanced level in a fun and innovative way.
Guitar Encounters teaches general music and
guitar-specific notation and theory. The course
material includes the major milestones in
popular guitar styles.

Play for Keeps is the ideal course for students
of all ages wanting to play the keyboard in a fun
and creative environment. Working in a group
of up to eight students, students will have the
additional advantage of being able to learn to
play in a band, as well as solo. The course will
take the students from beginner to Grade 8
standard. It encompasses a broad range of
musical genres, with a focus on popular music
from the Rock & Roll era to the present day.
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DRUM ENCOUNTERS
Drum Encounters is a fun and innovative way to learn and play drums, designed to take the
student from beginner to an advanced level. Open to anyone from the age of 7, Drum Encounters
is taught in groups of up to 8 students and offers a unique way to learn. Nothing beats the
excitement of eight people drumming simultaneously! The course combines the best elements
of traditional one-on-one drum lessons with a creative, modern approach, resulting in unrivalled
quality of teaching.
Students choose three pieces from the Drum Encounters book
Students complete the technical exercises also found in each Drum Encounters book
Students will then have to perform a short sight reading exercise that features notation from
the grade level they are studying, as well as short aural tests
Finally, students are asked some general musicianship questions

PERFORMANCE
PIECES

TECHNICAL
EXERCISES

SIGHT READING
TESTS

AURAL
TESTS

GENERAL MUSICIANSHIP
QUESTIONS

These account
for 60% of the
exam marks.

These account
for 15% of the
exam marks.

These account
for 10% of the
exam marks.

These account
for 10% of the
exam marks.

These account
for 5% of the
exam marks.
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DRUM ENCOUNTERS BREAKDOWN
Performance Pieces: The pieces from the relevant Yamaha books have been chosen as they allow demonstration of suitable technical and
performance elements appropriate for the level of qualification.

Debut–Grade 5: Three pieces are chosen from exercises in the Drum Encounters books. These are performed to backing tracks and a metronome
click if requested.

Grade 6–Grade 8: Rockschool have included originally composed and benchmarked material for Yamaha drum students to use in addition to material
from the Drum Encounters books. This material can be purchased from the RSL Awards website. At these grades, students are required to perform two
pieces from the Drum Encounters books and one piece from the Rockschool material.

Technical Exercises

Aural Tests

In the exam students are also required to perform some technical
exercises chosen from the ‘Jogging’ tasks in the Drum Encounters books.

Students will be asked to respond to a combination of two tasks either
Melodic, Rhythmic or Harmonic ear tests.

Sight Reading

General Musicianship Questions  

Debut–Grade 5: Candidates are asked to sight read a short piece of music.
This can be both a rhythmic chord sheet and notated melodies.
Sight reading requirements extend from snare drum only at Debut to full
kit at Grade 5.

Candidates will be asked five questions covering aspects of theory, stylistic
and instrument knowledge. These questions will be specific to one of the
performed pieces.

Quick Study Pieces
Grade 6–Grade 8: Candidates perform a Quick Study Piece (replacing sight
reading at lower grades). They will be required to perform notated parts as
well as interpret and improvise around a given style.  
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GUITAR ENCOUNTERS
Guitar Encounters is a rock and pop-based course. Perfectly suited to any aspiring guitarist from
the age of 7 upwards, lessons are taught on electric and electro-acoustic instruments. Classes
contain typically 6 to 8 students so there will always be a chance to play as a group to complement
solo work. It even covers technical issues such as how to correctly set-up and maintain an
instrument, and how to use instrument tone controls, effects and amplifier controls to recreate the
sounds of guitar legends.
Students choose from a range of pieces in the Guitar Encounters books to perform 3 pieces
This is followed by the Technical Exercises, also found in each Guitar Encounters book
Students will then have to perform a short sight reading exercise that features notation from
the grade level they are studying, as well as short aural tests
Finally, students are asked some general questions about their instrument

PERFORMANCE
PIECES

TECHNICAL
EXERCISES

SIGHT READING
TESTS

AURAL
TESTS

GENERAL MUSICIANSHIP
QUESTIONS

These account
for 60% of the
exam marks.

These account
for 15% of the
exam marks.

These account
for 10% of the
exam marks.

These account
for 10% of the
exam marks.

These account
for 5% of the
exam marks.
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GUITAR ENCOUNTERS BREAKDOWN
Performance Pieces: The pieces from the relevant Yamaha books have been chosen as they allow demonstration of suitable technical and
performance elements appropriate for the level of qualification.

Debut: The pieces are chosen from the exercises in Guitar Encounters book 1.
Grades 1–3: Candidates perform three pieces based on the themes of Technique, Interpretation, and Creativity.
Technique pieces focus on performing pieces as written, such as ‘Wonderwall’ (Oasis) at Grade 3
Interpretation pieces ask students to develop some of their own style in the pieces, such as ‘Wonderful Tonight’ (Eric Clapton) at Grade 1
Creativity pieces require the students to demonstrate their own ideas when playing a piece, such as a blues performance at Grade 2

Grades 4–5: Candidates perform three pieces based on the themes of Rhythm, Lead, and Creativity.
Rhythm pieces cover styles of music that require performers to demonstrate precise rhythms, such as ‘Iron, Lion, Zion’ (The Wailers) at Grade 4
Lead pieces focus on the delivery of melodic figures and solos, such as Parisienne Walkways (Gary Moore) at Grade 4
Creativity pieces encourage students to develop their improvisation skills through the performance of songs such as ‘Cantaloupe Island’
(Herbie Hancock) at Grade 5

Grades 6–8: Candidates are given much more freedom to choose their own performance pieces from tracks in Guitar Encounters series.
Candidates perform three pieces chosen from a repertoire list.
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GUITAR ENCOUNTERS BREAKDOWN
Technical Exercises

Aural Tests

Candidates are required to perform a selection of technical exercises
chosen from the ‘Jogging’ tasks in the Guitar Encounters books as part of
their exam.

Grade 1–Grade 5: Candidates will be asked to respond to a combination of
two tasks: either Melodic, Rhythmic or Harmonic ear tests.
Grade 6–Grade 8: Aural tests are included in the Quick Study Pieces.

Sight Reading

General Musicianship Questions  

Debut–Grade 5: Students are asked to sight read a short piece of music.
This can be both a rhythmic chord sheet and notated melodies.

Candidates will be asked five questions covering aspects of theory, stylistic
and instrument knowledge. From Grade 5 upwards, these questions will be
specific to one of the performed pieces.

Quick Study Pieces
Grade 6–Grade 8: Candidates have 30 minutes before the exam to
prepare for the Quick Study Piece. Within the Quick Study Piece they will
be required to perform notated parts, as well as interpret and improvise
around a given style.
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PLAY FOR KEEPS
KEYBOARDS AND PIANO

N
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Play for Keeps teaches children, teenagers and adults how to play the keyboard. The ideal course
for those who want to learn the keyboard in a fun and creative environment. Working in a group of
up to eight students, students will have the additional advantage of being able to learn to play in a
band, as well as solo. The course material follows a fully regulated syllabus and will take the student
from beginner to Grade 8 standard. It encompasses a broad range of musical genres, with a focus
on popular music from the Rock & Roll era to the present day.
Students choose from a range of pieces in the Play for Keeps books to perform 3 pieces
This is followed by ‘jogging exercises’ (applied technical exercises) at Grades 1–3 (as well as
scales and broken chords/arpeggios from grade 2 upwards), which are found in each Play for
Keeps book. From Grades 4–8, these are replaced by a technical improvisation test
Students will then have to perform a short sight-reading exercise that features notation from
the grade level they are studying, as well as short aural tests
Finally, students are asked some general questions about their instrument

PERFORMANCE
PIECES

TECHNICAL
EXERCISES

SIGHT READING
TESTS

AURAL
TESTS

GENERAL MUSICIANSHIP
QUESTIONS

These account
for 60% of the
exam marks.

These account
for 15% of the
exam marks.

These account
for 10% of the
exam marks.

These account
for 10% of the
exam marks.

These account
for 5% of the
exam marks.
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PLAY FOR KEEPS BREAKDOWN
Performance Pieces: The pieces from the relevant Yamaha books have been chosen as they allow demonstration of suitable technical and
performance elements appropriate for the level of qualification.

Grade 1–Grade 8: Candidates will be asked to choose pieces to perform from the Play for Keeps books. These are split into three lists:
Group A addresses the skills of ‘Independent Hands’ when playing, such as the James Bond Theme at Grade 2
Group B looks at ‘Keyboard Style’ and requires the use of automatic accompaniment, for example, ‘Your Song’ (Elton John) at Grade 5
Group C is the chance for students to show the creativity through ‘Own Arrangement’ pieces, for example, ‘Cry Me A River’ (Justin Timberlake)
at Grade 7

Technical Exercises

Aural Tests

In the exam students are required to perform some technical exercises
chosen from the ‘Jogging’ tasks in the Play for Keeps books.

Students will be asked to respond to a combination of two tasks:
either Melodic, Rhythmic or Harmonic ear tests.

Sight Reading

General Musicianship Questions  

At lower grades the sight reading tests are chord based, the challenge
increases to include melodic sight reading as the grades progress.
By Grade 8 students are expected to read melodies and play
independently with the left and right hands.

Candidates can choose the piece on which basis the questions will be
asked. It must be one of the pieces performed in the exam.
The exact bars or phrases will be chosen by the examiner.
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GET QUALIFIED WITH ROCKSCHOOL
Internationally Recognised
Music is a global language and a Rockschool Graded Music Exam is no exception. Upon successful
completion of a Rockschool Graded Music Exam, every candidate will have earned a globally
recognised qualification, designed to improve opportunities to either higher education or the
industry itself.

The Value of Rockschool Qualifications
RSL Awards is recognised as an Awarding Organisation by Ofqual, CCEA (Northern Ireland),
Qualifications Wales and approved as an Awarding Body by SQA Accreditation(Scotland). Rockschool
is committed to maintaining and improving its reputation for excellence by providing high quality
education and training through its syllabi, examinations, music and resources.

Academically Rigorous
All our examiners are professional musicians and experienced educators, trained to the highest
possible standards to ensure that candidates have an exceptional experience, regular standardisation
means that all examiners maintain the exacting standards that have made Rockschool world leaders
in popular music. Rockschool’s Graded Music Exams have been designed with industry relevance,
student engagement, and academic rigour. Every practical, theoretical and aural test has been written
and developed by a panel of industry professionals and highly credited educators in order to give
students an unrivalled level of academic grounding and understanding.

UCAS PO
AVAILAB INTS
LE
Grades aT
6-8
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CONTACT YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE
FOR FURTHER DETAILS OR TO BOOK
A ROCKSCHOOL EXAM
+44 (0) 345 460 4747
info@rslawards.com
www.rslawards.com

RSL has been an independently regulated awarding organisation in the UK since 2002.
RSL is the only graded music awarding organisation to be regulated by Ofqual (England),
SQA (Scotland), Qualifications Wales (Wales) and CCEA (Northern Ireland).
RSL Awards Ltd, the RSL Logo and all other RSL product or service names are
trademarks of RSL Awards Ltd © 2019 RSL Awards Ltd. All Rights Reserved.
Company number: 2610574 VAT number: 928122629

www.rslawards.com | info@rslawards.com | +44 (0)345 460 4747
17

