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PATHWAYS
The Level 4 Diplomas have been designed for students to build upon their technical skills
and focus on refining these to a professional level. The diplomas are designed to offer 2
pathways: Teaching or Performance. The qualifications have been designed to meet the
needs of the profession and prepare candidates with the necessary skills required at a
professional level. The Level 4 qualification is to develop students’ performance skills in
musical theatre in preparation for entry into vocational training. At level 4 students are
expected to show advanced skills building upon on their prior learning.
The Level 4 Diploma in Theatre Arts: Performance consists of the following units:
•

Units 1 & 2: Advanced Technical Skills (Double)

•

Unit 3: Context and Analysis

•

Unit 4: Advanced Repertoire

Currently the diploma is available for study in two genres:
•

Dance, or

•

Musical Theatre

The qualification is awarded by RSL Awards and Ofqual regulated. The full title on the Ofqual
register is:
RSL Level 4 Diploma In Theatre Arts: Performance Pathway (The Dang) 610/0356/6.

What are advanced skills?
These are considered more complex and developed for those demonstrated at Level 3.
These could include:
•

An accomplished ability to apply personal style in performance

•

The use of an extensive vocabulary of musical/acting and/or dance skills

•

An assured application of musicality and artistry

•

Demonstrate practical, theoretical knowledge and understanding with confidence in
an assured manner
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•

The ability to devise and present a performance that uses appropriate performance
methods through:
o

Individual and relevant interpretation of the chosen genre/style

o

To communicate the subtleties within the source material effectively

o

Integration of personal experience and awareness within the context of the
chosen repertoire

•

An ability to adapt teaching methods and appropriate strategies to a range of learners

•

A developed ability to critical self-reflect and analyse performance and/or teaching
approaches.

•

An adaptable, self-confident, and varied approach to performance and/or teaching

•

Use relevant research to inform choices and actions.

Guided Learning Hours
Unit Code

GLH

ILH

Credits

Total Qualification
Time

Unit 1 and 2:

J/650/1199

40

60

10

100

J/650/2738

40

60

10

100

4T/650/1200

10

90

10

100

Y/650/1201

10

90

10

100

Advanced
Technical Skills:
Musical Theatre
Unit 1 and 2:
Advanced
Technical Skills:
Dance
Unit 3: Context and
Analysis
Unit 4: Advanced
Repertoire
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Delivery
Only Registered Centres are currently able to deliver the Level 4 Performance Diploma. Level
3 and 4 Teaching Diplomas are delivered directly by the Dang Theatre and Dance Syllabus.
To study the Level 4 Diploma in Performance students must be in regular attendance at a
registered centre and complete the required learning hours.
The qualification (either pathway) can be completed within a 12-month period; however, this
will depend on you adhering to the programme of study and assessment deadlines.

Assessment
The diplomas are flexible in their approach to assessment offering a range of performance,
viva voce, written and presentation options. Please see the individual unit breakdowns for
further information and guidance.
All assessments are conducted by external examiners appointed and trained and
standardised by The Dang Theatre and Dance Syllabus. The Level 4 Performance Diploma
is assessed by 1 examiner and externally moderated.

Entry Requirements

The Level 4 Diploma expects that candidates will have sufficient experience and technical
knowledge to achieve the necessary requirements of the qualification. Candidates must be
16 years or age and over prior to commencing study on the Performance pathway. A
scanned copy of photo ID/birth certificate will need to be provided at the time of registration.
Candidates for the Performance pathway should have achieved the Grade 8 Musical Theatre
solo examination prior to entering. However, other qualifications and/or experience may be
considered. Candidates should contact the Head Office to discuss their application on an
individual basis.
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GRADING CRITERIA
UNIT 1 & 2: ADVANCED TECHNICAL SKILLS (MUSICAL THEATRE)
Not Attained

Pass

Merit

Distinction

0-49

50-64

65-79

80-100

The assessment criteria
for the relevant grade
and discipline were not
demonstrated to a
sufficient standard
during the examination.
There was limited or no
technical awareness
shown throughout in the
singing, dance and vocal
elements. There was
limited or no technical
awareness shown in the
understanding of the
material. There was little
or no evidence of
communication and
performance. There was
limited, or no, answers to
the questions evident.

The assessment criteria
for technical skills were
demonstrated to a
sufficient standard. An
awareness of the
necessary technical
requirements for singing,
dance and vocal
technique was
demonstrated. An
awareness of the
context of the chosen
material and character/s
being portrayed was
generally acceptable at
the relevant grade.
There was some
evidence of
communication in the
performance.
Acceptable answers to
the questions were
provided.

The assessment criteria
for technical skills were
demonstrated to a good
standard. An awareness
of the necessary
technical requirements
for singing, dance and
vocal technique was
demonstrated with
security. A generally
secure awareness of the
context of the chosen
material and character/s
being portrayed was
demonstrated. An
assured sense of
communication was
mostly present
throughout. Answers to
the questions given were
generally secure.

The assessment criteria
for technical skills were
demonstrated to an
excellent standard. An
awareness of the
necessary technical
requirements for singing,
dance and vocal
technique was sustained
throughout. A very
secure awareness of the
context of the chosen
material and character/s
being portrayed was
demonstrated
throughout the
examination. A confident
and secure sense of
communication was
evident throughout.
Answers to the
questions given were
secure and showed
depth of knowledge.
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UNIT 1 & 2: ADVANCED TECHNICAL SKILLS (DANCE)
Not Attained

Pass

Merit

Distinction

0-49

50-64

65-79

80-100

The assessment criteria
for technical skills were
not demonstrated to a
sufficient standard. An
awareness of the
necessary technical
requirements for the
dance genres required
further development. A
limited awareness of the
necessary stylistic and
artistic qualities was
presented. Greater
understanding of the
requirements of the class
work was needed
throughout.
Choreographic work
lacked the necessary
creative exploration and
engagement with a
suitable thematic
impetus. Response to
the creative task needed
further development.
There was little or no
evidence of
communication and
performance. There was
limited, or no, answers to
the questions evident.

The assessment criteria
for technical skills were
demonstrated to a
sufficient standard but
was not always
maintained. An
awareness of the
necessary technical
requirements for the
dance genres
demonstrated was
established but requires
further development. An
awareness of the stylistic
and artistic qualities was
presented but needed
further development in
its application to the
work. An understanding
of the requirements of
the class work was
evident but not always
sustained.
Choreographic work
needed a broader
creative approach and
engagement with a
suitable thematic
impetus. Response to
the creative task was
sound, but scope for

The assessment criteria
for technical skills were
demonstrated to a good
standard. An awareness
of the necessary
technical requirements
for the dance genres
demonstrated was
sound and generally well
maintained. Awareness
of the necessary stylistic
and artistic qualities was
evident but needed to
be consistent. A good
understanding of the
requirements of the class
work was presented but
could developed in some
areas. Choreographic
work showed some
creativity and use of
thematic impetus.
Response to the creative
task was sound but
could have been
developed further. A
sense of performance
was maintained but
required more
consistency in the detail.
Answers to the

The assessment criteria
for technical skills were
demonstrated to an
excellent standard. An
awareness of the
necessary technical
requirements for the
dance genres
demonstrated was
secure. Awareness of
the necessary stylistic
and artistic qualities was
strong throughout. A
clear understanding of
the requirements of the
class work was
presented.
Choreographic work was
creative and had a
suitable thematic
impetus. Response to
the creative task was
confident and well
thought out. A secure
sense of performance
was shown and
demonstrated sufficient
detail throughout.
Answers to the
questions given were
secure and showed

further development is
required. There was
some evidence of
communication in the

questions given were
secure and showed
depth of knowledge.

depth of knowledge.

performance.
Acceptable answers to
the questions were
provided, were secure
and showed depth of
knowledge.
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UNIT 3: CONTEXT AND ANALYSIS
Not Attained

Pass

Merit

Distinction

0-49

50-64

65-79

80-100

A limited or insufficient
range of research is
presented within the
portfolio. Analysis of the
key work lacked breadth
in its considerations and
location within the wider
context. The evaluation
shows a limited
acknowledgement of the
significance of the
chosen topic. The viva
voce required greater
breadth in the
articulation of the
answers. The
presentation of the
performance work had
limited detail and
understanding of the
topic/influence.

A basic range of
research is presented
within the portfolio, but
could be further
explored. Analysis of the
key work needed more
breadth in its
considerations and
location within the wider
context. The evaluation
shows some
acknowledgement of the
significance of the
chosen topic but could
be explored in more
detail. The viva voce
required more breadth in
the articulation of the
answers. The
presentation of the
performance work had
some basic detail and
understanding of the
topic/influence.

A good range of
research is presented
within the portfolio.
Analysis of the key work
shows some depth but
more breadth in its
considerations and
location within the wider
context could be applied.
The evaluation shows an
acknowledgement of the
significance of the
chosen topic but could
be further explored. The
viva voce was conducted
with some confidence
but could show more
breadth in the
articulation of the
answers. The
presentation of the
performance work had
some detail and
understanding of the
topic/influence.

An excellent range of
research is presented
within the portfolio.
Analysis of the key work
shows depth and
breadth in its
considerations and
location within the wider
context. The evaluation
shows a clear
acknowledgement of the
significance of the
chosen topic. The viva
voce was conducted
with confidence and
articulate and well
thought out answers
were provided. The
presentation of the
performance work was
detailed and
demonstrated a strong
understanding of the
topic/influence.

Merit

Distinction

UNIT 4: ADVANCED REPERTOIRE
Not Attained
0-49
Insufficient application of
the necessary technical
skills was evident
throughout the
performance. The
structure of the piece
shows a limited sense of
cohesion and
communication of the
Level 4 Diploma in Theatre Arts

Pass
50-64
Sufficient application of
the necessary technical
skills was applied but
needs to be consistent.
The structure of the
piece shows a basic
cohesion and
communication of the
theme. The staging has

65-79

80-100

A good application of
the necessary technical
skills was applied. The
structure of the piece
shows some cohesion
and communication of
the theme. The staging
has purpose but could
convey more purpose on

An excellent application
of the necessary
technical skills was
applied. The structure of
the piece was cohesive
and communicated the
theme clearly. The
staging effectively
conveys the purpose of
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theme. The staging has
some purpose but
needed further
development in its ability
to convey purpose.
Selection of material is
somewhat limited, and
there is little
understanding of its
context is presented.
The evaluation lacks
depth in the answers
provided. Greater
awareness of your
strengths and
weaknesses is needed.

some purpose but
requires a greater
conveyance of purpose.
Selection of material is
basic, and there is some
understanding of its
context is presented.
The evaluation is sound
but requires further
depth in the answers
provided. Awareness of
your strengths and
weaknesses is evident
but needed more
consideration.

occasion. A suitable
selection of material is
utilised, and some
understanding of its
context is presented.
The evaluation is good
and shows some depth
in the answers provided.
Awareness of your
strengths and
weaknesses is evident.

the material. An
excellent selection of
material is utilised, and a
clear understanding of
its context is presented.
The evaluation is
articulate and shows
depth in the answers
provided. An excellent
awareness of your
strengths and
weaknesses is evident.

ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY
In order to achieve each unit, students must achieve a pass in each Learning Objective (LO).
Each unit will be marked using the grading criteria above and will be awarded a mark within
the following grade boundaries:
Not Attained

0-49%

Pass

50-64%

Merit

65-79%

Distinction

80% and above

Unit 1 and 2 is weighted at 50% of the overall qualification, with Unit 3 and Unit 4 being
weighted at 25% each respectively. Once all units have been completed, the final grade is
calculated and students will be awarded a certificate confirming the overall grade for the
diploma.
Example:
Unit

50%

1&2

weighting

75

37.5
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Unit 3

25%

Unit 4

weighting

65

16.25

25%

TOTAL

weighting

78

19.5

OVERALL
GRADE

73.25

MERIT
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UNIT 1/2: ADVANCED TECHNICAL SKILLS (MUSICAL
THEATRE)
Candidates to be examined singly but can be entered in sets of 2.

Aims

The aim of this module is to allow students to progress from the graded examinations and develop an
advanced level of technical, performance and analytical skills. These will be presented, and assessed,
through a practical performance of the specified work.

Learning Outcomes

DESCRIPTOR
Candidates will be able to:

LO1

Plan a performance showing the application of advanced technical skills

LO2

Present an assured understanding and application of character, intention
and meaning as indicated by the source material

LO3

Critically reflect and evaluate on the performance
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Task Summary
Task

Activity

Timing (for 1
candidate)

Singing

2 songs to be chosen by the examiner, 2 songs chosen by
candidate

15

Singing 2

Sight Reading

5

Acting

2 monologues

10

Dance

A pre-arranged choreographic arrangement

5

Creative Task

As directed by examiner

10

Viva Voce

Discussion and self-reflection

10
Total Time

55 mins

Singing

N.B. Performers can be accompanied either by a pianist or a backing track.
Musical theatre is a diverse art form incorporating and celebrating many differing styles of
music and popular culture. This task has been created to ensure that the candidate has
experience and a wider knowledge of musical theatre styles and an awareness of how to be
vocally versatile.
Repertoire lists to be sent to the examiner 1 week prior to the examination indicating which
songs have been staged by the student. Pro-forma is available from Head Office.
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Part 1
Candidates are required to:

•

Prepare a portfolio of 6 musical theatre songs, which must include the following
genres:

o
o
o
o
o

1 Golden Age/Post-Golden Age
1 Pre-Contemporary
1 Contemporary/Current Ballad
1 Rock/Pop Song

The remaining songs are the candidate’s choice
Duration: not to exceed 3 mins each
•

TWO songs from the specified list above will be chosen by the examiner to be

performed and will not require staging
•

ONE song of candidate’s choice should be musically staged/choreographed

•

ONE song of candidate’s choice will be performed as an audition setting (no

movement/staging)

Candidates must clearly state:

•

The title of the piece and the musical it is from

•

The character that they are playing

Part 2
A confident understanding of sight reading is desirable in the musical theatre industry.
Whether the candidate is required to follow the melody line in an ensemble number of needs
to learn something quickly and independently for an audition.
Candidates are required to:
•

Listen to a vocal line 3 times and then sing the vocal line independently with the piano
accompaniment.
Duration: 4 to 8 bars depending on the time signature

The examiner will provide the material for the accompanist on the day.
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Acting

It is useful that musical theatre performers have a knowledge and understanding of various
forms of theatre and the key practitioners that shaped how theatre evolved. Each era in the
history of acting had a vital role to play in how social-economic issues, relationships, human
behaviour, and politics were brought to the forefront of public entertainment. Language has
evolved but the need to communicate to an audience has remained the same.
Candidates must prepare 1 monologue chosen from either:
•

Elizabethan or Jacobean

•

Ancient Greek or Roman

• Contemporary Monologue
Duration: no longer than 5 minutes.
Candidates will also present 1 monologue of their own choice with should be contrasting
Duration: no longer than 5 minutes
English language text must be used, translations of original play if a non-English text is
selected. Candidates are encouraged to choose material that would suit their current playing
age.
Candidates must provide a short synopsis of their piece outlining the setting for the prepared
scene which includes:
•

The piece they are performing

•

The play the piece is from

•

The author of the play and the original published date

•

The character they are playing

Dance
Musical theatre performers are required to have strong movement skills and the ability to
adapt to different styles/genres. Dance is an additional device that can be used dramatically
to communicate to an audience and to further the narrative/thematic arc of a musical’s
Level 4 Diploma in Theatre Arts
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storyline. At pre-advanced levels candidates are expected to have a wider knowledge of
differing styles and should be able to utilise their acting skills through their dance
performance. At this level performers are required to present material accurately with
confidence in their technical and artistic presentation.

Part 1
Performers are far more employable when they have triple-threat skills (singing, dancing and
acting) and can integrate these skills in one performance.
Candidates are required to:
•

Stage/choreograph and perform a solo from their singing portfolio. The staging and
use of movement must be relevant to the period and style of the musical. The
movement content will be assessed during the singing section.

Part 2
Candidates are required to:

•

Prepare and perform a piece of choreography that is drawn from the musical canon
and conveys a narrative arc. You may dance with a partner who is not assessed.
Props can be incorporated.
o

Duration: not to exceed 4 mins

•

Any genre of dance may be utilised, but it should be appropriate to the period and
setting of the chosen musical

•

The accompaniment must be from a musical theatre cast album/film soundtrack.

Creative Task

The students will be required to undertake a creative task as directed by the examiner in the
room. Upon entering for the examination, they will need to inform their choice of discipline:
singing, acting or dance. This choice cannot be changed once the examiner has been
advised. 15 minutes prior to the examination the students will be provided with one of the
following:
•

A song

•

A scene

Level 4 Diploma in Theatre Arts
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•

The outline of a narrative dance number

All material will be chosen from a musical theatre work.
The candidates will then be required to familiarise themselves with the material to develop
the performance as guided by the examiner. The examiner will provide direction and
guidance, alongside input from the candidate to stage and present the chosen work.
Students will be required to perform the number (they can use script/score) following the
direction as instructed.

Viva Voce

Part 1
It is imperative that performers research the musical in which they are performing pieces
from to have a full understanding of the context and ‘given’ circumstances. This refers to
the environmental and situational circumstances that a character finds themselves in.
After performing their chosen songs candidates will have a discussion with the examiner
about their performed pieces at the end of the exam. Questions will be asked THREE
questions about the given circumstances and could include (bit not limited to):
•

WHO? – Who am I? What does my character do? What kind of personality do I have?

•

WHEN? – When in the musical does this happen?

•

WHAT? – What is happening? What’s about to happen? What has just happened?

•

WHERE? – Where is this happening? What is the location like? What is the season?

•

WHY? – Why is your character performing this song/ monologue? What does your

character want?

Part 2
Self-development, analysis, and progression are vital for any performer. The ability to realise
strengths and areas that require work, creates a strong work ethic and the ability to evolve
as you develop and hone your technical and performance skills.
Candidates will be asked to think self-reflection and evaluation on both their preparation of
the exam and during their performance. The focus should be on strengths and areas that
require work and how the candidate plans to develop their skills.
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Candidates will also be asked how they think that the skills learnt in the musical theatre
syllabus could be transferred to other areas of day-to-day life (such as job interviews, public
speaking etc).

Level 4 Diploma in Theatre Arts

16

UNIT 1 & 2 ASSESSMENT CRITERIA (MUSICAL
THEATRE)
Technical skills

30 Marks

Demonstration of singing technique
Posture & alignment, clean vocal fold closure, vibrato, application of vocal qualities

10

Demonstration of dance technique
Alignment, strength, flexibility, coordination, elevation, placement, line

10

Demonstration of Vocal Technique
Connection to breath, clarity of articulation, placement of voice, resonance, projection

10

Understanding of material and Creative Response

30 Marks

Candidates demonstrate an understanding of character
Understanding of who they are, what they want and their personality traits

10

Candidates demonstrate understanding of text/lyrics
Understanding of what the character is saying, who they are saying it to and why

10

Candidates respond to direction and creative task
10
Understanding of the context of the piece and appropriate response to the given material
and direction

Performance

30 Marks

Candidates demonstrate a confident and well-prepared performance
Candidates were committed to their performance and had learnt chosen material well

10

Candidates demonstrate a consistent and detailed performance
10
Candidates were able to keep energy, commitment, clarity and believability throughout
Candidates demonstrate a confident approach to creative task
Candidates responded well to given direction and were able to translate this into a
believable and sustained performance

Critical Thinking

10

10 Marks

Candidates were able to communicate with intelligence, rationale and confidence
10
Candidates responded clearly to questions, were able to self-reflect on their performance
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UNIT 1/2: ADVANCED TECHNICAL SKILLS (DANCE)
Candidates can be entered as a class, maximum of 8 candidates, but will be examined
singly.
A photo sheet with names should be provided to the examiner on the day.

Aims

The aim of this module is to allow students to progress from the graded examinations and develop an
advanced level of technical, performance and analytical skills as appropriate to dance training. These
will be presented, and assessed, through a practical performance of the specified work.

Learning Outcomes

DESCRIPTOR
Candidates will be able to:

LO1

Plan a performance showing the application of advanced technical skills

LO2

Present an assured understanding and application of style, intention and
meaning as indicated by the source material

LO3

Critically reflect and evaluate on the performance
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Task Summary
Task

Activity

Timing (for 1
candidate)

Dance Class

Assessment in a technical dance class (genre to be
chosen by candidate)

45

Dance 1

1 dance solo in a contrasting style

5

Choreography

1 dance solo that has been choreographed by the
candidate

5

Creative Task

As directed by examiner

15

Viva Voce

Discussion and self-reflection

10
Total Time

40 – 60
mins

Dance Class

N.B. Performers can present dance material with any choice of accompaniment
The professional field of dance encompasses a diverse range of genres and styles. This task
has been designed to ensure that candidates are exposed to range of differing dance genres
to further their technical achievements in dance.
Candidates must undertake a class assessment in a subject of their choice from the following
options:
•

Classical Ballet

•

Jazz – Theatre or Street/Commercial

•

Contemporary

•

Lyrical

•

Tap

Level 4 Diploma in Theatre Arts
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Several candidates could be examined in the same class at the same time. The class
structure must show clear evidence of warm-up, technical exercises, travelling/elevated
work, and a short combination.
The class is of work previously studied and the lead tutor needs only to be present to prompt
students and not to actively teach within the class assessment.

Dance Solo

N.B. Performers can present dance material with any choice of accompaniment

This task has been designed to ensure that candidates are exposed to a range of differing
dance genres to further their artistic, stylistic and performance skills in preparation for the
industry. The solos should contrast the genre of dance shown in the class work assessment.
The solo is to be choreographed by the tutor (or could be by the candidates) and is assessed
on technical and performance only.
Candidates are required to:

•

Present 1 dance solo that are contrasting in genre/style to the class work, up to 3 mins
in duration

Candidates must clearly state:

•

The style and genre that they are dancing

•

The title of the music and/or artist

Students may present solos in the same genre of dance, but the style of the solo should
contrast with the genre/style of the classwork that has been assessed.
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Choreography

As the landscape of the industry changes, opportunities for the creative output of dancers
have grown immensely during the 21st century. Beyond the autonomy of dancing
choreography based on someone else’s vision and style, versatile dancers would benefit
from developing their own choreographic practice and understanding of creative
approaches.
•

Candidates must prepare 1 solo that has been choreographed by themselves
Duration: no longer than 5 minutes.

Candidates must be able to:
•

Introduce the piece and provide the stimulus/intention/motivation behind the piece

•

Discuss the choreographic approach

•

Be able to analyse and discuss the chosen accompaniment and its influence on the
chosen piece

Creative Task

The students will be required to undertake a creative task as directed by the examiner in the
room.
The examiner will provide candidates with a stimulus and suggestion of musical
accompaniment to the student. Candidates will be given the opportunity to familiarise
themselves with the material. The examiner will provide guidance and direction and
encourage input from the candidate in developing a dance piece based on the stimulus
given.

Level 4 Diploma in Theatre Arts

21

Viva Voce

Part 1
It is imperative that dancers have an awareness of the background and influences in the
various genres of dance that they may choose to present in the assessment.
After performing each dance solo, candidates may be asked up to THREE questions from
the following (although this is not a prescriptive list):
•

GENRE – What the roots of the genre? What is its background?

•

WHO? –

•

NOW? – What is happening in the current landscape and where is the genre going?

•

WHY? – Why are you drawn to this genre? How does it make you feel?

Who are key figures in the development of the genre? What is their
contribution?

Part 2
Self-development, analysis, and progression are vital for any performer. The ability to realise
strengths and areas that require work, creates a strong work ethic and the ability to evolve
as you develop and hone your technical and performance skills.
Candidates will be asked to think self-reflection and evaluation on both their preparation of
the exam and during their performance. The focus should be on strengths and areas that
require work and how the candidate plans to develop their skills.
Candidates will also be asked how they think that the skills learnt in the musical theatre
syllabus could be transferred to other areas of day-to-day life (such as job interviews, public
speaking etc).
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UNIT 1 & 2 ASSESSMENT CRITERIA (DANCE)
Technical skills

30 Marks

Demonstration of dance technique
10
Alignment, clarity of line, posture and weight distribution, control, elevation, strength and
range of movement
Demonstration of stylistic and artistic qualities
10
Ability to embody the stylistic and artistic nuances as required by different genres of
dance
Demonstration of musicality
Connection to music, rhythmic awareness, use of breath and dynamics

10

Understanding of Material and Creative Response

30 Marks

Candidates demonstrate an understanding of the class work
Application of the required technical and artistic qualities

10

Candidates demonstrate understanding of choreographic practice
10
Awareness of choreographic devices, response to accompaniment and/or stimulus,
creative approach and suitability of thematic impetus
Candidates respond to direction and creative task
10
Understanding of the context of the piece and appropriate response to the given material
and direction

Performance

30 Marks

Candidates demonstrate a confident and well-prepared performance
20
Candidates were committed to their performance and had learnt chosen material well
Candidates demonstrate a consistent and detailed performance
10
Candidates were able to keep energy, commitment, clarity and believability throughout

Critical Thinking

10 Marks

Candidates were able to communicate with intelligence, rationale and confidence 10
Candidates responded clearly to questions, were able to self-reflect on their performance
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UNIT 3: CONTEXT AND ANALYSIS
Candidates can be entered in groups of 3 but must prepare the presentation individually.

Aims

The aim of this unit is to ensure that you have sufficient knowledge and background in the field of
musical theatre. You will be required to research and develop a greater understanding of the dance
or musical theatre canon and choose to specialise on one of the following areas:
§

Choreographers

§

Directors

§

Composers

§

Authors

§

Performers

§

Historical/Political/Cultural events in the history of the chosen genre

§

Genre/Style

LEARNING OUTCOMES

DESCRIPTOR
Candidates will be able to:

LO1

Research and analyse a key period in the chosen area of performance

LO2

Present a performance utilising stylistic, cultural and historical influences

LO3

Critically reflect on the research and creative process
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Task Summary

Task

Activity

Timing (for 1
candidate)

Portfolio

Candidates to provide a portfolio

N/A

Viva

Discussion

10

Presentation

Presentation

5
Total Time

20 mins

The topic and portfolio should be sent electronically the examiner 2 weeks prior to the examination.

Unit Content

Portfolio
You will be required to produce a portfolio which highlights the scope and breadth of your
research into your chosen area of focus. A bibliography (in Harvard format) should be
provided at the end.
The portfolio should include:
•

An introduction which outlines the significance of the area of study and locates the
focus within the wider context of the chosen genre

•

An overview of the significance and key works

•

A short analysis of 1 key work

•

An evaluation which considers the significance on the development of the chosen
genre in the present day

Alternatively, a PowerPoint and video presentation can be submitted, this should be no
longer than 10 mins and contain the same content as outlined above.
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Viva
You will have a discussion with the examiner to assess the depth of knowledge in your
chosen focus. Questions could include (but not limited to):
•

What is the background of your chosen subject?

•

What key works are significant? Why?

•

What cultural and artistic influences is relevant to the work?

•

Why did you choose this focus?

•

How have you been influenced by this area of research?

•

Can you see influences in current musical theatre or dance works/practitioners?

•

How would you approach performance/creative tasks within this style/period?

•

What considerations have you made in your presentation?

•

What did you find difficult?

•

What did you find easier?

•

Why do you think it is important to research the context of your chosen field of
performance?

Presentation
Candidates will be required to:
•

Present a short performance within a chosen genre/style/period of the candidates choosing.
The performance can include props and could include a maximum of 6 other performers (nonassessed), as long as the candidate is the featured performer.
o

Duration: 5 mins

Assessment Information

N.B. This unit can be taken during the same session as Unit 1.

Whilst the portfolio is sent to the examiner in advance, candidates should ensure they
bring a hard copy to the assessment with them.
Recorded music or a pianist can be used within the presentation.
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UNIT 3 ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
Portfolio

60 Marks

Evidence of Research
20
Research demonstrates depth and breadth, and a range of resources are engaged with
Analysis of Key work
20
Candidates have analysed the material to consider socio-political influences, stylistic
choices and/or influences
Evaluation
20
Candidates demonstrate an understanding of the significance and /or relevance of the
chosen topic in the present day

Viva Voce

20 Marks

Candidates demonstrate an understanding of chosen topic
Candidates are able to converse with confidence about their chosen topic

10

Candidates were able to communicate with intelligence, rationale and confidence 10
Candidates responded clearly to questions, were able to evaluate performance

Presentation

20 Marks

Candidates demonstrate a confident and well-prepared presentation
10
Candidates were committed to their performance and had learnt chosen material well
Candidates demonstrate a detailed performance
10
Candidates show an awareness of key stylistic influences as appropriate to the choice of
focus
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UNIT 4: ADVANCED REPERTOIRE
Candidates to be examined singly and the performance will be assessed remotely via video
submission.

Aims

The aim of this module is to give students the opportunity to specialise in a minimum of 1 key skill
required in performance. The content progressively builds upon the skills acquired through previous
training and enables students to showcase their mastery of a key skill in a performance context.

Learning Outcomes

DESCRIPTOR
Candidates will be able to:

LO1

Devise a performance based around a thematic impetus

LO2

Specialise in a key performance skill

LO3

Evaluate own performance
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Task Summary

Task

Activity

Timing (for 1
candidate)

Performance A devised performance piece

15

Evaluation A 1,000-word evaluation of the performance
Total Time

N/A
20 mins

Assessment

Devised Performance
Performers can either use live accompaniment or recorded music/backing track.
throughout should be seamless.

Transitions

You are required to devise a performance showcase that is performed before a live audience
(minimum of 4 people). This can be in a studio or theatre space as available. The performance should
aim to be 10-15 minutes in duration and allow opportunities for each candidate to be assessed equally.
The performance should be thematically linked (such as by composer, impetus, style, period) and the
selected content should demonstrate these themes clearly. You may utilise a duet/trio/group work
but must ensure that each performer has equal opportunities. There may be a minimum use of other
performance skills, but this should not detract from the main skill that has been chosen. Creative input
can be part of the assessment, but this must be made clear in the evaluation.
To be assessed for this unit you will be required to:
•

Submit a video of the performance. Duration: 10-15 minutes maximum. This should be one
continuous performance and should not be edited from multiple takes.

•

Photos and student names must be provided and be clearly indicated. Each student should
introduce themselves prior to the performance so that examiner can identify each candidate.
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Evaluation

The evaluation is an opportunity for you reflect on your overall performance to further develop your
ability to critically analyse your own work.
The evaluation should consider the following:
•

The rationale for the choice of material and chosen technical skill

•

An overview of the preparation and rehearsal for the performance

•

Critical reflection of own strengths/weaknesses and areas for development

•

An evaluation of the overall performance

To be assessed for this unit you will be required to:
•

Submit a 1,000-word essay or;

•

A video presentation that must not exceed 10 mins

Submission

Upon application candidates will be required to complete an online entry form. This will require you
to specific you chosen specialist skill and provide an outline of your performance in terms of theme
and/or material chosen. Upon payment of the appropriate exam fee, you will be given access to the
submission area and will be required to submit the videos and/or written work as required.
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UNIT 4 ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
Devised Performance

60 Marks

Technical Skills
30
Candidates shows an understanding and application of technical skills as appropriate to the
key skill selected
Structure of Piece
A cohesive structure is evident, and the theme is clearly communicated

20

Staging
The staging is effective and serves the purpose of the chosen material

10

Selection of Material

20 Marks

Candidates has selected appropriate material
Understanding of who they are, what they want and their personality traits

10

Candidates demonstrate an understanding of context of the material
10
Understanding of what is happening in the piece and it situational circumstances

Evaluation

20 Marks

Candidates were able to evaluate the creative and performance process
Candidates responded clearly to questions, were able to evaluate performance

10

Candidates were able to identify strengths and weaknesses
10
Candidates show an awareness of their own skills and can identify areas for further
development
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